Guard grilled about project 
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Four months after a Clearfield County land deal fell through, a northcentral Pennsylvania lawmaker 
is asking the state National Guard to reconsider building a tank training range there, but this time 
to negotiate openly with land owners. 


About a year ago, the state National Guard was set to pay $4.3 million to Clearfield County 
landowners for 4,700 acres of strip-mined land that would become the National Guard tank range. 


T he lion's share of the money -- $3.2 million -- was to go to C. Alan Walker, a wealthy contributor 
to Gov. Tom Ridge's campaigns. 


T hen, on Nov. 15, the project ground to a halt. 


State Guard officials canceled plans to buy the land, saying they feared contamination from old 
mines and questioned their ability to get the federal money necessary to build the tank maneuver 
range. 


But the state didn't get away free. 


Under terms of a sales agreement, the state paid Waker $325,259 for taking his land off the 
market for nine months. T he other landowners got the same 10 percent of the agreed-on price, 
for a total cost to the state of $430,000. 


"It was payback time -- | don't care if you quote me -- it was payback time," said state Rep. Camille 
"Bud" George, D-Houtzdale, one of several people who have criticzed the state for the deal with 
Walker. 


George and others allege Walker was handed the money in retum for contributions he and his 
father made to Ridge's campaign and to the state Republican Committee. 


"| don't think the administration should be able to go to bed at night knowing that they wasted 
[almost] $500,000 of people's money," George said of the land deal. 


In December 1999, The Patriot- News reviewed contributions made by Walker and his father, Ray 
Walker, to Ridge's campaigns. The review showed the Wakers contributed $77,064 to Ridge's 
campaign between 1993 and 1998, putting them among the top contributors. C. Alan Waker gave 
$45,175 during the period, according to financial records. 


While neg otiations for the land were ong oing, state agencies, including the National Guard, refused 
to say whose land they were buying. 


As aresult, George is now asking fellow lawmakers to enact a law that would force state agencies 


to advertise allland purchases more than $100,000. 


George is also asking state National Guard officials to take another look at land in Clearfield 
County, including land the Guard looked at in 1997. 


H owever, state National Guard spokesman John Maietta said Guard officials no longer are looking 
for land to build a tank range. Maietta said a new round of Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission hearings could be on tap in Washington. 


"That makes it more difficult to establish any new military training facilities," Maietta said. "This is a 
sense we have from our contacts down in Congress." 


While the state would pay for the land, the federal govemment would pay to build the tank training 
range. Guard officials believe it is unlikely the federal govemment would pay for a new training site 
at the same time it is closing older posts. 


T he proposed Clearfield County land deal was clouded by political controversy from the start. 


In June 1996, the Guard began looking for a tank maneuver area to supplement training at Fort 
Indiantown Gap. 


In June 1997, the Guard officer in charge of finding land reported to his boss, then state Adjutant 
GeneralJames MacVay, that land in Clearfield County owned by Glyn Powell met or exceeded their 
needs. MacVay wanted an option on Powells land immediately. 


Later that year, the Guard reconsidered. Guard officials decided to buy land from Walker and 
others at $915 an acre -- $315 an acre more than Powell was asking for his land. 


Negotiations moved behind closed doors, with neither the Guard nor state General Services 
naming the sellers. 


Ina November 1999 interview, Samantha Elliot, a state Department of General Services 
Spokeswoman, said her department acted as the real estate agent and did only what the Guard 
asked it to do. 


Elliot said the Guard handed General Services a map identifying Walker's land and said to buy it. 


Six weeks ago, the state auditor general began investig ating the National Guard's land deal with 
Walker to see if the proposed purchase followed state laws and regulations for buying land. 


Karen Walsh, a spokeswoman for the auditor general's office, said she could not comment on the 
audit because the auditors are inthe middle of the process. 
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